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1 Tim, iy. 8. 


Godlineſs is profitable unto all things, having 
a promiſe of the life that now i, and of 


that which #« to come. 


Heſe words are the enforcement of an Exhor- 
tation which St. Pau! had made to Timorhy in 
the Verſe beforegoing , which was that he 
ſhould Avoid prophane and: Old-wives Fables ; 
meaning thoſe impious and ſuperſtitious Do» 

trines, and the carnal and unchriſtian Obſervances that were 
grounded upon them - ({ome of which he had mentioned in 
the beginning of this Chapter) which ſome at that time'did 
endeavour 'to introduce into Chriſtianity : and inſtead of 
applying his mind to theſe, that he ſhould rather Exerciſe 
himſelf unto true 'Godlint(s, | 

This was the Exhortation. The Arguments'wherewith 
he enforceth it' are/Two :/- Firſt, 'The Unprofitableneſs of 
theſe Carnal and Superſtitious Dof#rines and Pretfices.  Bo- 
dily exerciſe (faith he) profiteth little. Secondly, The real 
uſefulneſs of folid-Yertue and Godlineſs to all the Purpoſes 
of life. - Godlineſs is profitable to all.things, . having a promiſe 
of this Life as well as of that which us to comes. 1119118 (111: +5 

I ſhall not here meddle at all with:the former part of th 
Apoſtle's Exhortation or the Argument that hath relation to 
it; but ſhall apply my felf wholly tothe latter ,” craving 
leave ttioſt-plainty-and affeftionately to preſs-upon you, the 
Exerti/e of Godlineſs upon thoſe Grounds and Conſiderations 
on which the' Apoſtle here recommendeth it. 
Indeed to a Man that conſiders well, 'it will appear the 
$064 A $ molt 
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moſt unaccountable thing in the World , that among all 
thoſe ſeveral Exerciſes Joe Fpalking buſie themſelves a- 
bout, this of Goalizeſs ſhould be in ſo great a meaſure neg- 
lefted, that Men ſhould he fo diligent, fo induſtrious, A 
umwearied, ſorne un gerting'Efates, othersin Purveying for 
Pleaſures, others.1n learning-#rts and Tredes ; All in ſome 
thing or other relating to this /exſib/e. World ; and fo few 
ſhould ſtudy to acquaint themſelves with God, and the Con- 
cernments of their Souls , to learn the Arts of Virtue and 
Religious Converſation. 

Certain it is, this Piece of Ski/{ is not more above our 
reach than-many of thoſe other things we 1o induftriouſly 
purſue ; nay, am apt tothink it is more within out;power 
than moſt of them. For ia our other Labours we cannot 
always promiſe to our ſelves certain ſucceſs. A thouſand 
things may intervene which we know. not of, that may de- 
feat all our plots and deſigns though never ſo carefully. laid; 
but no Man ever fſcrioufly undertook the Bulineſs of Reli- 
gion but he accompliſhed it. 

Nay further, As we can with greater certainty, ſo can 
we with leſs-pains and difficulty promiſe to our ſelves ſuc- 
ceſs in this affair, 'than we. can hope tq compaſs moſt of Qur 
worldly.defigns which ſo much take up our thoughts. I 
doubt not in the leaſt but that leſs labour, lefs trouble, leſs 
folicitude will ſerve to make a Man a good Chri/tiar, than 
ro get an Eſtate, .or to attain a competent. skill in Humane 
Arts and Sciences. .. : L% 

And then for other Motives:to oblige us to the tudy of 
Religion, we have incomparably more and greater than we 
can have for the purſuit of any other thing. Ir is certainly 
the greateft;Concernment we have inthe World. It is the 
very thing God fent us into the World about. Tt is the very 
thing that his Son came down from Heaven to inſtruct us 
in. It is. the very thing by which we ſhall be concluded 
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everlaſtingly happy , or everlaſtingly miſerable after this 
life is ended. | nl 
Theſe things well conſidered , we may juſtly (I fay) 
ftand amazed , that Men ſhould be ſo prodigioully ſupine 
and negligent in an Afﬀair of this nature and importance, 
as we ſee they generally are. 
- Tf there can any- account be given of this matter, I ſup- 
poſe it muſt 'be ſome fuch as this ,. 'That the zhengs of this 
World , upon which we beſtow our Care, our Time, our 
Courtſhip, are preſent to us. We lee them every day be- 
fore our Eyes ; we taſte, we feel the ſweetneſs of them ; 
we are ſenſible that their enjoyment 1s abſolutely neceſſary 
to our preſent well-being : Bat as for ſpiritual matters they 
lie nrider a great diſadvantage. They _ to Us as at a 
t diſtance. We do not apprehend any preſent need 
we have of thern : Nor do we fancy any {weetneſs or re- 
liſh in them. Nay, 'on the contrary , -we form the: moſt 
frightfut and diſmal Z»ages of them that can'be, 'We look 
upon them not only as flat , and »»/avoury; but as things 
which if we trouble our heads too much about will certainly 
ruine all our deſigns in this World. We think Reltezon 
* good for nothing but to ſpoil good' Company ;. to make us 
melancholy ard mopiſh ; to diſtra& us in our Buſineſs and 
Employments ; and to put ſo many Reſtraints upon us 
that we can neither with that freedom nor fucceſs purſue 
our Temporal Concernments, whuch we think neceſlary to 
our happineſs in'this World. "1 | 


Bur let us ſuppoſe things to be thus with Religion as we 
have fancied, yet cannot this be any reaſonable Excuſe for 
our careleſneſs about it. What though there-were no viſi- 
ble Benefit by a religious life in- this World ? What though 
the rewards of our pains about 'it were only 'in reverſion ? 
Yet ſince a time will come when it will be our greateſt In- 
tereſt to have been heartily Religious, is it not a madneſs 
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now to negle&t it? What though Relg/0n be a courſe of life 
difficult and unpleaſant ; a way ſtrewed with Briers and 
Thorns; a way which if we follow, we are certainly loſt, 
as to our hopes of any thing here ? ' Yet ſince a Time will 
certainly come when we ſhall wiſh, that we had been good 
Chriſtians, though we had loſt our right ezes and our right 
hands upon the condition ; when we ſhall wiſh that we had 
purchaſed Virtue though at the rate of the loſs'of the whole 
World : For God's ſake why ſhould we not be of the ſame 
mind now ? Who but Fools. and; Children but will look 
upon that which ſhall certainly and unavoidably be,. with 
the ſame regard. as if it was,now preſent ? = 
But indeed, this. is not the Caſe of Religion; This Buſi- 
neſs of Piety is.not ſo formidable as we often repreſent it. 
It is no ſuch Enemy to our Temporal deſigns. It is a very 
mnocent: thing, and will do us.no harm; though we loo 
no further than this preſent Woyld.. It will hinger none of 
our delights'or pleaſures, but will allow us to gratifie every, 
Appetite that God and Nature hath put into us.. And if any, 
Man doubt this, let him name that Natural deſire, which 
the Chriſtian Religion doth forbid, or. any way. hinder the 
mnocent ſatisfaction of :. I am confident he ſhall be able ta 
name none.. Since this is the Cale then,; how much more 
Childiſþ than Chiltren ſhall we appear' if. we make, ſo/littk 
reckoning of it? How inexcuſably Fooliſh ſhall. we be,. if 
we will not be at ſome. pains to poſſeſs our ſelves of, that 
which will be no manner of Hihderance,to,usan our affairs 
in- this World”, - and will infallibly make us:everſaſtingly 
happy in that which is-to come ? | ;, 
Bur further ; What if-it be certain, - that a Life of ſtri&, 
virtue is. not-only, no. Hinderance 'to aur. Temporal deſfigas; 
but a-great furtherance of themi? What if it canbe Proved, 
that: beſides the influence it has oa our Happineſs in the 
next. Life, it is alſo the. beſt thipg'in, the World to ſerve our 
ruras 
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turns in this ? And that nothing can ſo much contribute to 
the bringing about our Worldly Aims ; no ſuch ready way 
to attain to what our very Fleſb and Blowd moſt deſires, 
moſt delights in, as to be ſincerely Pow. What imagin- 
able pretence can we then have for our contempt of God 
and Virtue? If this can be made to appear, ſure all our Ob- 
jections will be fully anſwered ; all our {cruples ſatisfied 5 
all our prejudices againſt Religion wholly removed ; and 
every one that is not abandoned of his Fortuze and his Sex- 
ſes, as well as his Reaſon, muſt think himſelf concerned to 
become a Votary to it ; ſince he can have no Temptation 
or Motive to Vice which will not more powerfully draw 
him to YVirtwe ; and all the ends that the oze can pretend to 
ſerve,will much more effeftually be ſerved by the other ; and 
he eſcapes an Eternity of Miſery, and gets everlaſting Life 
into the Bargain. 

I think it therefore worth the while to ſpend the times 

now allotted me in making good this Point, and diſcoverin 
fomething at leaſt of that univerſal Profitableneſs of Godlineſs 
to the purpoſes of Human Life , that St. Paul in my Text 
aſſures us of. 
* But becauſe the Studies of Men are fo infinitely various, 
and the Ends of Life to be ſerved ſo many, that it will be 
impoſſible to ſpeak partrcalarly of them ; it will be need- 
ful to pitch upon ſome genera! Heads, ſuch as, if they do 
not comprehend el, may yet take in moſt of thoſe things, 
to which the Labours and Endeavours of Men are directed, 
and in the acquiſition of which they have compaſled their 
Deſigns ; and to ſhew the /erviceableneſs of Religion above 
all other means for the attaining of them. And I think, I 
cannot pitch better than upon thoſe rhree noted 1dols of the 
World, Wealth and Honour and Pleaſure ; theſe being the 
Goods which have always been accounted to divide Man- 
kind among them ; and into the ſervice of ſome one or all 
p B 
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of which All that ſet up for a happy life in this World do 
liſt themſelves; how different and diſagreeing foever they 
be from one another as to their particular Employments 
and ways of Living. I ſhall therefore makeit appear, that 
Goalineſs and Religion is a very great furtherance to the ac- 
quiſition of .all theſe ; and that no Man can take a: more 
ready way either to improve his Fortune , or to purchaſe a 
Name: and Reputation among mez, or to live comfortably'and 
pleaſantly in this World, than heartily to ſerve Goa, and to 
live in the practice of every Virtue. 


' And in the Firſt place , I begin with the Conduriveneſs 
of Religion and Godlineſs to improve our outward: Fortunes ; the 
Advantages of it for the getting or encresfing an Eſtate :. For 
this is the thing to which our Thoughts are commonly firſt 
direCted, as looking upon it as the Foundation of a happy 
Life in this World. + | |-46-1citd) 

. But here deſire not to be miſtaken :. I would/'not be 
thought to deal with you,as one of our ordinary Empiricks, 
that promiſes many brave feats in his Bi, which are indeed 
beyond the power of his 4rz : I do not pretend that Wealth 
and Opulency 1s neceſſarily entailed upon Re/rgion; ſo that: 
whoever is:g00d ſhall preſently be inabled to make Purcha- 
ſes, and to leave Lands and Livings to his Children. Riches 
are one of thoſe things that are not ſo perfectly in our pow- 
er, that all Men may hope for an equal ſhare of them. The 
having more or leſs depends oftentimes not ſo much upon 
our ſelves, as upon that condition and quality in which we 
were born , the way and courſe of Lite into which our 
Friends put us; and a hundred accidental circumſtances to 
which our ſelves contribute nothing. Bur this I ſay ; ſup- 
poſing the vertuous Man in equal circumſtances with others; 
ſuppoſing him to ſtand upon the ſame level, and to enjoy 
the ſame fortuitous hits and external concurrences that wy 

4 Os-þ 


a th 
before the Lord Mayor. 7 


do, and he ſhall by many odds have the advantage of them 
for thriviog and improving in the World in any condition 
of life whatſoever. $66 | 
So that, ſo far as the getting of Riches depends upon 

Humane endeavours ; ſo tar as it 15 au Art, and falls under 
Precepts and Direfions : no Vian alive can propol: a better 
expedient in order thereto than a ferious praclice of Re- 
ligion. 

>To make this good, let it be conſidered , that as to the 
means that do in a more direct and immediate manner in» 
fluence upon the getting or improving an Eitate (I ſpeak of 
general means, ſuch as are of ule in all conditions of life; for 
tomeddle with the Myſteries ofany Particular Art or Trade, 
is not my purpoſe, as indeed it is beyond my kill :) as to 
ſuch means as theſe, I ſay, none can preſcribe more effe> 
Qtual than theſe four. ; 

I. :Prudence, in adminiſtring our Afﬀairs. 

2. Diligence, inthat Vocation wherein God hath pla» 
' ced us. | 

3. Thrift and good Hucbanaty, 

4. Keeping .a good Correſpondence: with thoſe in 
whole power it is to hinder or. promote-our Af+ 
fairs. 

If now it do appear. that Goalineſs doth highly improve 
a Man in all theſe four reſpeCts ; if it can be ſhewed that 
all theſe Fruits naturally grow and thrive better in 4 Rel 
giows Soil than any other, it willevidently follow ; that ſup- 
poling theſe! above-named means: do; indeed: contribitte £0 
the making of a Fortune, (and if they do not,” no. Man 
knows what doth; and we ſtrangely abuſe our Friends and 
our Children, when upon.that: account we. recommend 
them to them) it follows,. I'\fay;i that a life of Godlineſs'is 
a mighty advantage 'to a Man tor the purpoſes I am ſpeak- 
ing of, bt 7 
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And firſt of all, it will be eafje to ſhew that Godlineſs 
doth above all things tend to make a man wiſe and prudent, 
Shilfal and dexterons in the management of his. Affairs of what 
wathre ſoever : for it doth very much clear and improve a 
Mans underſtanding, not only by a certain natural efficacy 
it hath (as I fhall ſhew hereatter) to purifie the Blood and 
Spirits, upon which the perfeCtion of our Intelleftual Ope- 
rations doth exceedingly much depend ; but allo by diſpel- 
ling thoſe adventitions clouds that ariſe in the diſcerning ta- 
culty from the noiſome Fumes of Luſt and Paſſion. 

All Vice in the very nature of it, depraves and diltorts a 
mans judgment, fills our minds with prejudices , and falſe 
Apprehenſions of things; and, no Man that is uader the 
dominion of it, can poſſibly have ſuch a free uſe of his Rea- 
ſon as otherwiſe he might; for he will commonly ſee things, 
not as they are in themſelves, but in thoſe diſguiſes and 
falſe colours which his Paſſion puts upon: them : . Upon 
whichaccount he cannot avoid but he will be often impoſed 
upon, and commit a thouſand errours in the management 
of his Affairs, which the vertuous Man , whoſe Reaſon is 
pure and untinQur'd,is ſecured from. It cannot be imagined 
that either he ſhould foreſee events ſo clearly, or ſpy oppor- 
tunities ſo ſagaciouſly , or weigh things ſo impartially, or 
deliberateſo calmly, or tranſact ſo cautiouſly, as the Man 
that is free from thoſe manifold prepoſſeſhons which his 
mind 1s fraught with. ; | an Sig 
- We ſee this every day 'verified in Men of all Ranks and 
Conditions, - of all Callings and Employments,_ What'a 
multitude. 'of inconveniences, as to matter ot dealing be- 
tween Man and Man, doth an intemperate Appetite betray 
Men'to?: How ſilly. and: fooliſhis the molt ſhrewd Man, 
when' Wine hath gotten into: his head'?. There is none {d 
fimple mv his Company, - but ſuppoſing:him to. be ſober, and: 
co have deſigns upon him, he ſhall be able to over-reach 
it, 


him. 
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him. What a World of Advantages doth the Angry Man 
give to him he deals with; by the haſtineſs and impatience 
of his Spirit * How often doth a Van do that 1n: the fury 
and expettancies of a Luſt, for which when his Ardors are 
over, he is ready to bite his Nails tor very vexarion ? 

It is thus more or leſs with all-kind of Vices, they craze 
a Mans head, and caſt a milt before his Eyes, and make 
him often loſe himſelf in thoſe very : ways: wherein he pre- 
tends to be moſt skiltul : So'that it cannot be denied, that 
vertue is of a ſingular uſe in all matters wherein we have 
occaſion to make ule of our Reaſon , and doth ſecure us 
from a multitude of indiſcretions, which , without. it -we 
ſhould-unavoidably commit, | 

But ſecondly , Godlineſs u. alſo an excellent means to ſecure 
a. mans diligence in the diſcharge of his Calling and Employment, 
which isalſo a matter of very great conſequence in order to 
our thriving in the World : - tor it is:the di/igent hand that 
maketh rich g.and the man that # diligent in his buſineſs, that 
ſpall ſtand before Kjngs ; as Solomon tells us. . 

Now the Obligations that Relig/oz layeth upon us to be 
careful in this point, are far ſtronger than what can ariſe 
from any other reſpet or conſideration ſoever ; - for it ob- 
ligethrus to mznd our Buſineſs, not-only for our ow: but 
for Gods ſake; it chargeth the matter upon our Conſcien« 
ces, and repreſents it to us as a part of that ſervice we owe 
to our (reator ;--and upon: the, dueiperformance of which, 
no leſs than the everlaſting welfare -of 'gur: Souls doth ide+ 
pend : for.it aſſures ws; that he that, will call us to:account 
tor every-#dle Word, will much more do ſo for the idle ex- 
pence-of our Time, ,and the. abuſe' or not improvement of 
thoſe Talents that, he: hathentrufted-us with» So'chav 
though we:had no worldly indugementtd makb:us diligent 
in. our Callipgs,, though, we were ſure'we ſhould ſuffer no 
prejudice; a our Temporal Aﬀairs: by Izlereſs, and the:neg- FY 
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kE£t.of our: Buſineſs, [the fear of which yet is the only prin- 
ciple thar-purs Worldly Men upon action) nevertheleſs we 
were infinitely:concerned not to be-flack or negligent in this 
matter, in regard itis'a point that will be fo ſeverely ex- 
ated of- us in the other World. 

[ know but one ObjeQion that can be made againſt this 
Diſcourſe, and it is'this, that what engagements foever Re- 
ligiox lays upon. us'to the caretul'{pending of our 'time, yet 
its;own Exerciſes, Prazer and Reading, and Meditation, take 
up: ſo; great 'a'portion of it, which might be ſpent in the 
works'of our ordinary Employment, that in effe&t it rather 
hiaders' out attendance on 'our Buſineſs than promotes it. 


But to this it is eaſily anſwered , that there is no 'Man'fo 


engaped in the World, but may if he pleaſe, make both 
Ins Buſoneſ; and his Devotions conſiſt together without pre- 
judicing| of either, OT 

: 'They+ have very falſe Apprehenſions of Relzgion, - that 
think it obliges us:to-be always vpon'our Knees, or always 
poring upon ſome good Book : No, wedo as truly" ſerve. - 
God, and perform aQs of Religion , when we labour ho- 
neftly in our Vocation, as when we go to Church, or ſay 
our Prayers. 

1"/Tt is'true indeed, ' we ought to have our heatts in Heaven 
as much.as is pofſible, and to'that end- we ought to pray 
continualy ; but what hinders but we may do this in the 
midft of ouc Buſineſs ? Theres nvemployment doth {© en- 
robly1ehgrofs: aidlansming:; but'he'miay find/Teiſure if he 
pleaſe, 'many times a'day, to entertain” god thoughts, to 
quicken and reinforce his purpoſes, to caſt up a ſhort Prayer 
or a with-co-God —_— And this I dare fay for your 
encourigement, that'ſuch\@>devour- frame of heart , ſuch 
frequerit andfudden'dartingg'of your Souls to Gdd , while 
you:are at'your Buſineſs, -will be ſo far from hindering 'or 
diſtractingryou tn it; that- they will make you #0 abour it 
wh'much more vigour and alacrity. But 
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But further, I would ask any Man that makes the fore- 
faid ObjeQtion , ſuppaling. Religion ten; runes more expen- 
ſive of our time than. really it is, yet whether Kice and. Si 
be not much-more {o,; than it would be. _Whata multitude 
of idle avocations from, and interruptions 19 our Bulineſs 
doth that daily occaſion unto Men ? What a number of im- 
pertinent Diſcourſes; unprofitable. Viſirs ,; ageleſs points 
of Gallantry , long diverſions by Drink. and; Play, . and 
Company ; not to mention a great many other Debauches, 
doth it frequently engage Men 1n ? and yet theſe we count 
no hinderances to our Buſineſs; theſe we complain-not of; 
but toſpend a quarter of that:time in;{ome deyour Egercile, 
this is intolerable, it waits roo much of qQur time, our! occas 
ſions will aot permit it. Such partial and unjuſt eſtimators 
of things.are we. But I proceed. _ 


In.the third place then ;' as..for'' Frugality and \gopd Hufs 
banary, which is another' neceflary requilite'for the getting 
of Wealth. Religion is unqueſtionably the beſt Miſtreſs at 
it in the World ; for it retrencheth all the exorbitances and 
wantonnelles of our Deſires, which are the things that pick 
the money out of our Purſes, and teacheth us to live after 
the meaſures of Nature, which every body knows are little, 
and. cheap, It perfeAly cuts off all thoſe idle expences with 
which the Eſtates :of other Men ſtand almoſt continually 
charged. - The Modeſty of it Cloaths us at a {mall rate ; and 
its Temperance ſpreads for us, though a neat, yet a frugal 
Table. The attendance it requires on our Bulineſs-will not 
allow us to. embezel our money in Drinking or Gaming : 
nor will that Parity which is:infeparable from 1t,ever let us - 
know what the vaſt and ſinking expences of lewdnels and 
uncleanneſs are. In a word, it is Yice only 'that- is the 
chargeable _ ; It 15 only Shame and Repertance that Men © 
buy at; fuch coſtly rates. Godline(s is: faving, ;and full « 
| good | 
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good Husbandry-; nor-has it any known or unknown ways 
of wonting , Except it -be 'thoſe of (harity, which indeed, 
in” proper-fpeaking, 'are not ſo much'expence, as V/ury; for 
money fo laid out, doth always even in this life return to 
us with Advantage. 


The fourth and laſt means I mentioned of Thriving in the 
World, was the keeping. a good Correſpondence with all thoſe in 
whoſe power it is to hinder or promote our Affairs, This every 
body knows to be a prime point in Policy; and indeed it is 
of a large extent, and of continual uſe. No Man can be 
ſuppoſed fo independent on others, -but that as he is ſome 
way beholden to them: for all that he has, ſo he ſtands in 
need of their helpand concurrence for all that he hopes for. 
Men do not make their fortunes of themſelves, nor grow 
rich by having Treaſures dropped in their Laps, but they 
do it by the'benefit of Hamane Society; by the mutual affiſt- 
ances and good offices that one Man performs for another. 
, So that whoever intends to thrive in the World, it above 
* all things imports him ſo to carry. himſelf towards all that 
he hath any commerce with,/ ſo far to ſecure their favour 
and good will, that they may be'obliged- not to-deny him 
any of thoſe” affiſtances, which the exigency of his Afﬀairs 
calls for at their hands. But now how this ſhould be done 
any otherwiſe than by being truly Juſt and Honeſt, by ab- 
Raining from F7olence and Injury, by being True to our 
Truſts, and Faithfut in performing our Contratts ; and ina 
word, by doing all thoſe: good Offices to others which we 
expeCt they ſhould do unto us, which as our Saviour tells 
us is the ſum of Religion, is a very hard thing to con- 
CELVE. -'. oy | | 

'The 'uſefulneſs or rather the neceſſity of ſuch a Behavi- 
our as this, in order'to the gaining the good Opinion of 
others, 'and ſo ſervingour own-ends by them, 1s {5 c—_ 
| a 
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fally acknowledged, thateven thoſe that make no real Con-. 
ſcience of theſe things, are yet neverthelels in all their deal- 
ings forced to pretend to them. Opex and Bare-far'd Kna- 
very rarely ſerves a Mans turn in this World, bur it is un- 
der the mask of Virtue and Honeſty that it uſually performs 
thoſe Feats it doth ; which is no leſs than a Demonſtration 
of the conduciveneſs of thoſe things to promote our Tem- 
poral Intereſts : for if the meer Pretexce to them be a great 
advantage to us for this purpoſe, it cannot be imagined but 
that the Reality of them will be a greater. Certainly the 
Power of Godlineſs will be able to do more than the Form 
alone, and that if it was upon no other account than this, 
that no Man that is but a meer Pretender to Honeſty can 
long hope to keep his credit among Men. Ir is impoſſible 
to a a Part for any long time; let him carry it never ſo 
cunningly, his Y/zzor will ſome time or other be thrown off, 
and he will appear in his true Colours ; and to what a 
World of miſe iefs and inconveniences he will then be ex- 
ſed, every one that knows how hated , how deteſted, 
ow abandon'd by every one, a Kyave and a Villain is, may 
eaſily determine. I hope I need ſay no more to convince 
you that Religion is the beſt Policy, and that the more hearty 
and conſciencious any Man is in the praQtice of it, the 
more likely he is to Thrive and Improve in the World. 


So that I may now proceed to the ſecond general point to 
be ſpoken to, which is the Profirableneſs of Religion for the 
attaining 4 good Name and Reputation, How very much it 
conduceth to this purpoſe will appear from theſe two con- 
{iderations, 


Firſt, it lays the ſure/# Grounds and Foundations for a good 
Name and Reputation, 
Secondly, Men are generally ſo juſt to it, that it rarely 
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an Argument from Reaſon, the fecond from Experience. . 
Firit of all Goalireſs layeth the trneft Foandation for a fair 
Repmation in the World. There are but two things thar 
can give a Man a titke to the Opinion and Reſpet?s of 
Men ; the inward Worth and Digniry of his Perſon, and his 
V lege afd Servireableneſs to others. The firft of theſe 


challengeth Mens Efeens, the other their Love. Now both . 
_ valities Religion and Virtue do eminently poſfeſs 
ns of. 

For firſt, the Relig/ows Man is certainly the moſt Wor- 
thy and Excellent Perſon ; for he of all others lives moſt up 
to the treat Ed for which he was deſigned , whith is the 
trarutal tmeafure of the Goodneſs and Worrh of Things. 

What everexternal Advantages a Man may have, yet if 
he be not endowed with virtmous Quahnies, he ts far froth 
having any Trae Worth ot Excellence, and conſequently 
cannot be a fir objet of or Praiſeand Efeew'; becaule he 
wants that which ſhontd make tara Perfe?# and Gvod in his 
Kjnd. For it is not a cotnely Perfonage ,. or a long Race 
of Fathous Anceftors, or a targe Revenue, or a multicude 
of Servants, or thany ſwelking Tittes , or any other thing 
withour a Mah that ſpeaks him a Compleat Mex , or makes 
him to be what he ſhould'Þe ; bitt the right uſe of his Rea- 
{on, the ——— his Liberry and Choice*to the beſt pur- 
poſes, the Exerciſing his Powers and Faculties about the 
wo Objefts, and in the moſt dre meaſures. Theſe are the 

hings that take him Exze/lexr. Now none can be faid 
to do this but only he'that is Virtuous. 


Secondly, Religion alſo is that which makes a Man moſt 
Uſeful and Profitable to others ; for it effeftually ſecures his 
performance of all thoſe Duties whereby both the ſecurity 
and welfare of the P#lick, and alſo the Good and Advantage 
of particular Perſons is moſt attained. n 
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Te makes Men Lovers of their Country, Loyal go their 
Prince, Obedient to Laws; it is the ſureſt Bond and Pre- 
ſervative of Society in the World ; it obliges us go live 
peaceably, and to ſubmit our ſelves to our Rulers, not only 
tor wrath, but alſo for Conſcience lake; It renders us modeſt 
and governable in Proſperity, and reſolute and couragious 
to ſutfer bravely in a good cauſe in the worlt of times : Ir 
reacheth us to endeavour as much as in us hes to promote 
the good of every particular Member of the Community, 
to beinflexibly upright, to do hurt to none, but good offices 
toall, to be charitable to the Bodies and Souls of Men, to 
do all manger of kindneſles that lie within qur power : it 
rakes off the ſowrnels aad moroſenets of our Spurits , and 
makes us Aﬀable and Courteous, Gentle and Obliging, and 
willing to embrace with open Arms and an hearty Love, all 
ſorts and conditions of Men. 

In every Relation wherein we can ſtand to one another, 
it influenceth upon us in order to the making us more uſe- 
ful; it makes Parents kind, and indulgent, and careful of 
the Education of their Chi/dren, and Children Loving and 
Obedient to their Parents : it makes Servants diligeat tg 
pleaſe their Maſters, and to do their work in ſingleneſs of heart, 
wot with eye-ſervice as meu pleaſers, but as unto God; and it 
makes Mafters gentle and forbearing , and careful to make 
proviſion for their Family , 4s thoſe that know they hawe 4 
Maſter in Haven, that i no reſpetter of perſans. la a word, 
there 15 no condition or capacity, in which Religion will 
not be Gignally an inſtrument of making us more ſcrvice- 
able to others, and of doing more good in the World, And 
if ſuch be the ſpirit and temper of it, how is ic poſſible bug 
ir muſt needs acquire a great deal of Reſpeft and Love from 
all ſorts of Men ! If Obligingneſs and doing good in ones 
Generation do not endear a Man to thoſe that know him, 
do not entitle him to their Love and AﬀeRiogs, what thing 
in the World is there that is likely to doit? OC 2 Bur 
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But ſecondly, True and unaffeited Goodneſs ſeldom miſſes of 
a good Reputation in the World, How unjuſt to Virtue ſo- 
ever Men are in other reſpeQs, yet. in this they generally 
g1ve It its due; where ever it appears it generally meets 
with Eſteem and Approbation ; nay it has the good word 
of many that otherwiſe are not over-fond of Religion. 
Though they have nor the grace to be Good themſelves, yet 
they rarely So the confidence not to commend Goodpeſs 
in others. 

Add to this, that no Man ever raiſed to himſelf a Good 
zame 1n the World, but it was _= the ſcore of his Vrrtues, 
either Real or Pretended, Vice hath ſometimes gor Riches, 
and advanced it ſelf into Preferments, but it never was aC- 
counted Hozourable in any Nation. 

It muſt be acknowledged indeed that it may and doth 
ſometimes happen, that Vicious Men may be had in Eſteem; 
but then it is to be conſidered, that it is not for their /zces 
that they are eſteemed, but for ſome good Quality or other 
they are eminent in. And there is no doubt, it thoſe Men 
were without thoſe Yices, their Reputation would be ſo far 
from being thereby diminifhed, that it would become much 
more Conſiderable. 

It muſt alſo be acknowledged on the other hand , that 
even Virtuous and Good Men may ſometimes fail of that 
Eſteem and Reſpet# that their Virtue ſeems to merit , nay, 
in that degree as to be lighted and deſpiſed, and to have 
many Odious Terms and Nick-names put upon them : But 
when we conſider the caſes in which this happens, it will 
appear to be of no force at all for the diſproving what has 
been now delivered. For firſt, it ought to be conſidered 
what kind of Perſons thole are that treat Virtue and Virtuoxs 
Men thus Conterpruouſty, we ſhall always find them to be 
the Worſt and the YVileſt of Mankind ; fuch who have de- 


bauched the natural principles of their minds, have loſt - 
® 1 the 
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the notions and diſtinions of Good and Ew1/, are fallen be- 
low the Dignity of Humane Nature, and have nothing to 
bear up themſelves with, but Bolazeſs and C onfidence, Dyol= 
tery and Scarrility, and turning into Ridicule every thing 
that is grave and ſerious : But it 1s with thele as it is with 
the Monſters and Extravagances of Nature, they are but very 
Few, Few in compariſon of the reſt of Mankind , who 
have wiſer and truer ſentiments. of things. But if they 
were more numerous, no Man of underſtanding would va- 
lue what ſuch Men ſaid of him. It looks like a Crime to 
be commended by /uch Perſons, and may juſtly occaſion a 
Maa to refle& upon his own: ations , and''to cry out to 
himſelf as He did of old, What have-I done that theſe Men 
{peak well of me ? 

But ſecondly, it cannot be denied but that ſome perſons: 
who are otherwiſe YVirtwous and Religiows,* may be guilty 
of ſuch Indiſcrertions as thereby. to give others occaſion to 
ſight and deſpiſe them. But then it 1s to be conſidered, that 
this is not to be charged upon Virtue and Religion, but is 
the Particular Fault of the Perſons. Every one that is Re- 
ligiows is not Prudent ; the meanneſs of a Mans Under/tand- 
ing, or his Raſh and Intemperate Zea/, or the moroſeneſs 
of his Temper, or his too great Scrupaloſity about little things, 
may ſometimes make his Behaviour UVnconth and Fantaſtick, 
and betray him to do many aCtions which he may think 
his Religion obliges him to, that other People wilt be apt 
to fancy Silly and Ridiculous, But this doth nor at all refle& 
upon Religion; nor doth it follow, that becauſe the [mpru- 
dence of this or the other Particular Man, expoſes him to 
the Mizth and the Pleaſantneſs of others, that therefore all. 
Religious Perſons mult fall under the ſame Fate. | Moſt cers 
tainly Religion, wherever it is governed by Kowledge and 


| ſound Principles, wherever it is managed with Prudence and 


Diſcretion, is a thing {o, Noble, ſo Amiable, . that it attracts 
Love, 


18 4 Sermon Preach'd 


Love, and command Refped from all that are acquainted 
with it, unleſs my be ſuch profligately wicked Perſons as 
I alt now ſpoke of. 


There is one Objeitios made from the Scripture againſt 
this and the former Poznt I have been ſpeaking to, which I 
deſire to remove , - before I proceed to the third General 
Head of my Diſcourſe, It is this: That the Scripture is {0 
far- from repreſenting Godlineſs as a means to Improve onr 
Fort wwes, - or attain s' Reputation in the World, that it ſeems 
direthy to affirm the contrary ; for it aſſures us , that A// 
thofe that will live godly im Chriſt muſt ſuffer Perſecution. That 
the. D:fteples of Chreft ſhall .be Hated of All Men for His Names 
ſake. That the World ſhall revile and perfecute them, and 

all manner of Fil of them; and that through many Tri- 
aations we woſt enter into the Kjngdom of God, 

- Bue: £0: this it is caſily anſwered , that theſe and other 
fuch like Paſſages of Scripture do not ſpeak the Gemeral and 
Commun. Pate that attends Godlineſs in all ?imes and places of 
the World, according to the Ordinary courſe of God's Pro- 
vadence; but only refer to that particul/er Time, when Chrj- 
fiavity was tobe planted in the World ; then, indeed, Per- 
ſecation and Diſerace, loſs of Goods, and even of Life it ſelf, 
was to be the common portion of thoſe that profeſſed it : 
nor could it otherwiſe be expetted ; for, when a new Rel/- 
gon 15 ta be ſet up, and fuch a Religion as is perfetly de- 
frittive of all thoſe others that have been by long o/tors 
received, and are by Lars eſtabliſhed in the World, It can- 
not be imagined but that it will meet with a great deal of 
Contradiftion and Oppoſition from all forts of perſons. But 
this was'a peculiar: and extraordinary caſe, and could but | 
laſt for a certain time; now that Chriſtianity hath obtained * 
in the World, and is adopted into the Laws of Kingdoms, 
as God be thanked it is among us at this day : fo far need © 
We 


— Mm -— 


OO YT & 


88 _ mh bai FY ©, 6, 


ws * 


_—— = 
5. WW v5 $ +s 


_ 


TY ius was (7 TX 


vill 


before the-Lord Mayor. 19 


—_— —— —— 


_ H——— 


v2 be from fearing that the'prattice of it will draw upoa 
us any Perfecution, 6r Tach other Inconveniences as are men- 
tioned in the fore-cited places; that there is no doubt but 
that we may Rationally expe&t from 4t all choſe Erernal 
Benefits and Advantafies, which as we have ſeen it is in 
its own nature apt to produce, and-which/God hath indeed 
made over to it by Prowjfe, tn ſeveral Patlages of the Scri- 
pture, eſpecially of the Old Feftamentz 130517 01 4 
For that T may mention this by the By, I'do hot con- 
ceive tlizt thoſe Promiſes of Long Life, Good Days, and all 
manner of Worldly Proſperity, with which the PraQtice of 
Gollineſs ts {0 frequently enforced'in theOd Toft arent, were 
ſo zppropriated to the Jewiſh Religion, 4s tobe antiquated 
or diſenmulled 'by the IntroduQon of the Chriſtian ; but 
rather thar they are Rffl- in foree*to (all the Purpoſes they 
kwete thett : For that theeonting of OÞHHAArito the World 
dd add may great Blſiwgs and Privekiger tothe People 
of God, which before they Hed nor we ate ctitaitr of {but 
that it-#o0k awe) from thety atly that before they Had, this 
we no Where read, nor indeed is'it probable. 


But T'haften to the third and left general Head T am to 
Tpealr to, which is the Excellent Phniftertts of Religion above 
all other things, to the Pleafares of Humane Life + which point, 
it tt be clearty made ont,. I-do not fee what'can be further 
wantrng to'tecorment it utito ns, as the moft efeQtual Tn- 
ſtrument for the ſerving. all-ouf tartis'in'this World: Now 
that 'Godlineſs doth indeed make the moſt excellent Provilſi- 
ons for all ſorts of Pleaſures, will appear by theſe four Con- 
fiderations. | 

Fir, That it eminenly miniftteth to'Sbelth, which is 

- \ neceflary Poundation-for all 'Plexfares. 
Secondly, Ft doth much increaſe the Ret#ſb and Sweermeſs 
., * of al our other Pleaſnres. Tk 
: Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, It ſecures us from all thoſe Inquietudes and Di- 
ftnrbances which are apt to embitier our Pleaſures, and 
make our Lives uncomfortable. 

Fourthly, -It adds to Humane Life a World of Pleaſures 
of its own, which thoſe that are not poſſeſſed of it, are 
utterly unacquainted with. 

- Firſt 'of all, Godlineſs doth very much conduce to Health, 
which is ſo neceſſary to our enjoyment of any /exſible Good, 
that without it, neither Riches, nor Honours, nor any thing 
that we- eſteem moſt gratifying to our Senſes will ſignifie 
any thing at all to us. Now that a Sound and Healthful 
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Conſtitution doth exceedingly much depend upon a diſcreet - * 


government and. moderation of our Appetites and Paſſi- 
ons, - upon a ſober and temperate uſe of all Gods Creatures, 
which is an eſſential. Part. of Trag Religion, is a thing ſo evi- 
dent; that I need make no-words about. it. W hat are moſt 
of our Diſeaſes. and Infirmities. that: make us miſerable and 
unpittied while we live, and cut us off in the midſt of our 
days, and tran{mit Weakneſs and Rottenneſs to our Poſte- 
rity, but the effe&ts of our Exceſſes and Debauches, our Wan- 
tonneſs and Luxury ? Certainly, if we would obſerve thoſe 
Meaſures in our Diet and!in,our Lebours, in our: Peſrons and 
10 our Pleaſures which Religion. has bound us, up to, we 
ight to ſuch a degree Preſerve our Bodies, as to render the 
oreateſt Part of Phyſick perfeQly ſuperfluous. But theſe 
things are too well known to. need to be inſiſted on. I 

therefore paſs.on.to; the, next thing. 0's 
Secondly, 4. Liſe of Religion doth very much increaſe the re- 
liſh and ſweetneſs of all our {nfl Emjoyments. $0 far is it 
from abridging us of any of our carthly delights (as its Ene- 
mies -Handcroully;reprejent it) that it abundantly heightens 
them. It doth not ooly indulge. to- us..the free Ule. of all 
thoſe, good. Creatures of God which, he hath made for the 
Support and Comfort of Mankind, while they are in theſe 
| Earthly 
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| ftiviries, (ſuch as are the Pangs of an Evil (onfeiente, and 
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Earthly Bodies ;- but alſo makes them more exquiſitely gra- 
tifying and delightful than without it they could poſſibly 
be. And this it doth in-part by the means: of that never 
ſufficiently commended Temperance and Moderation i/be- 
fore ſpoke of : for hereby it comes to pals that our Sevſes, 
which are the Inſtruments of our Pleaſures are always pre- 
ſerved in that doe Purity and Quickneſs, that; is ablolurely 
neceſſary for the right performing; of their Offices, and the 
m— our Perceptions of any thing grateful and agree- 
able. Whereas the Senſual and Yolupruous Man defeats his 
own deſigns, and whilſt he thinks to enjoy a greater ſhare 
of Pleaſures than other Men, really enjoys-a /z/s, For his 
Diſloluteneſs and giving up the reins to his Appetites'only 
ſerves to dull and ſtupifie them. Nor doth he reap any 
other Benefit from his continual hankering after Bodly Plea- 
ſ»res, but that his Sexſatioxs of them are hereby made alto- 

ether Flat and Unefſetting. Neither. is his Meat half {0 

voury, nor his Recreations ſo diverting, nor his Sleep {0 
{weet, ndr the Company he keeps ſo agreeable as Theirs are, 
that by following the meaſures of Nature and Reaſon, come 


| to them with #r#er and mote wwford Appetites.. /// 


Bur beſides this, there is a certain Lighrfomne/3 and Chear- 
fulneſs of mind, which is in a manner pecaier to the truly 
Religious Soul, that above all things ſers off our Pleaſwrer,and 
makes all the Acions and Perceptions of Humane Life Sweet 


: and Delightful. True Piety is the beſt Cure of Melancholy 


in the World ; nothing comparable to it for diſpellihg that 
Lumpiſhneſs and Ina2thvity, that renders the Soul of - Man 
uncapable of enjoying cither ir ſelf or any thing elſe, It 
fills the Soul with perpettral Light and Vieour, infulcth a 
ſtrange kind of A/acrity and Gaiery of Humour into us. Ard 
this it doth not only by removing thoſe things that Hinter 
our Mirth, and make us languiſh in the midſt of our Fe- 


the 
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the ſtorms of unmortified Paſſions, of which Iſhall ſpeak in 
the following particular) but even by a.more. Phyſical Effi- 
ciency, Tt hath: reaily.a- mighty;Power to:C arrtft and Exal 
2 "Mans Natural Tempor.: i /Fholt !Ardent;Breathings/and 
Workings wherewith the Pions Soul is continually carried 
out after God and Virtue ,; are to. the, Body like fo much 
Freſh Air and Wholſom Exerciſe, they  F «4mithe;\Blood, and 
keep it from'Serling ; they (Ldarife the: Spirits, and purge 
them from thoſe grofſer: Feen/excies which would otherwiſe 
C loud our Under ſtandings, and make us dull and liftleſs. And 
to theſe effefts of Religion doth Solomop; leem to _allude, 
-whenhe tells us; that Wiſdom maketh .4 mans face to ſhine, 
'Beelef:8.4%7: cf 72 56H Sr 'th, 2 to (N22 
Where he feems to intimate, that that Purity and Exal- 
tatios into-which the Blood and Spirits of a Man are; wrought 
by the Exerciſe of Virtue and Devotion, doth; Hliffule jt elf 
&ven toihis: Oatweard Yifage, making the; Copwfeyarce clear, 
and ſerene," and. filling-'the Eyes with an unuſual kind; of 
Splendor and Vivacity. But whether this be a true Com- 
ment on his words. oz no, certain it;is, that Pety,diſpaſeth 
a Man to Mirthand Ligkhtnes, gf: Hgart above: all things.n 


-the' World': and /how admirable a. Re/i{b; this doth give to 


all:onr'other Pleaſures and Exjoyments there 1s none but can 


.eallly: diſcern. | 


Fbirdlyy Ler'it be further: conſidered, that Godlineſs is a 
moſt EffeAual. Antidote againſt all thole  Inquietudes,' and 
Evil Accidents, that do either wholly deffroy, or very much 
embitter the Plegſures of this Lite. 

For whi!{ it teacheth . us ito place all, our Happineſs in 


\ God Almighty and our ſelves only, whillt we have learn'd to 


briog all our Aitections and Paſſions, our Deſires and Aver- 
fions, our Hopes and Fears, under the command of our 
Keaſop, and endeavour. not ſo much.to {uit Thixgs-to, our | 

| Wills, 
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Wills, as our Wills to Things ; being Indifterent to all E- 
vents that can happen , ſave only that we always judge 
thoſe Beſt; which God in. his Providence ſends us. Being, 
I ſay, thus Rane {as certainly Religion, if it be ſuttered 
to have its perte& work upon us, will thus diſpoſe us,) what 
is it that ſhall be able to diſturb or interrupt our Pleaſures, 
or create any Trouble or Vexation to us ?. Our Preſent, Exr 
Joyments will not be Embittered with the fear of loſing them, 
or leſſened by our Impatient Longing after Greater, . Qur 
Brains will not beuponthe Rack for Compaſſiog things that 
are perhaps Impoſlible, .nor our Bodzes under the Scourge 
of Rage and Anger for every Diſappointment. We'ſhall.not 
look pale with Exvy-that our Neighbonrs: bave that which 
we have not, nor pine away :with Grief if we ſhould happea 
to loſe that which we. have. | ; tet. ? 
But the Vxiowe Man is expoſed; to all thele-Mileries, and 
a thoufand- mort 11. He: carries that within him , which 
wyl perpetually fret: and:torment him, for-he/is a Slave to 
his Pafſivxs ;. and the/leaſt of ther, whenit'is let looſe u 
him, 1s the Worſt of Tyrants. ' He is like the Troubled Sea, 
reſtleſs and ever working , rifled and diſcompoſed with 
every thing. He is not capable of being rendred ſo much as 
1okxably Happy by.the beſt Condition this World affords; 
For having ſuch a World of Impettious Deſires and Apperzres 
which muſt all be ſatisfied , or elſe he is miſerable ; and 
there being ſuch an infinite number of (rcumſtences that 
mult concur to'the giving them that Satisfattion:; And all 
theſe depending upon Things without him, which are perfe&- 
ly out of his Power, it cannot be avoided but he will con- 
tinually find matter to diſquiet him,. and render his condi- 
tion troubleſome and uncafie : a thouſand untoreſeen Acci- 
dents will ever be:croſfing) his Deſigns. . Nor will there be 
wantitig fome little "Uhing or. other, almolit hourly - to put 
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And if this be the Caſe of the YViciow Man, in the Beſt 
Cirenmftances of this World (where. the Caules of Vexation 
are + a manner-undifcernable) 'in what a miterable Con- 
dition muſt he needs be, under thofe more Read Aflic{tors 
unto which Humane Lite is obnaxious ? what isthere that 
ſhall be able to ſupport his/ Spirit under the Tediouſnets of 
a” Lingering Sickneſs, or the Anguifh of an Acote Pain ? 
What is become of all his Mirth and Jollity, if there ſhould 
happen a Ta» 'in His Fortuze, if he ſhould fall into Di/- 
grace, or his Friends forſake him, or the Means of maintain- 
mg his Pleaſures fail him, and the miſerable Man become 
Poor and Deſpifed? Not to mention a great many more E- 
vis, which will make him uncapable of any Conſohrtion, 
ext into the Heart of his beſt Enjoyments, and become Gat 
and Wormwood to his choiceſt Delicacies. -: 

- : And has -he-not now, think! you, 'made. aawirable Provi- 
flons for his Plesfares ? > Has he not-done himieb awonder-: 
ful Piece of Service, by freeing bimfelf fromthe Druagery as 
he-calls ir, of Virtue and Rehigion? Alas, Poor Mas ! this 
ts the Thing that would now have ſecured him from 
2}! rhefe ſad Accidents and Di/pleaſares. The Good Man its 
above the Reach of Fortune,and in fpite of all the Viciſſitudes 
and Uncertainties of this Lower 'World, with which other 
Men ere continually Alarm'd, enjoys a Conſtant and Un- 
difturbed Peace. Thoſe Evils that may be AHvoided, (and 
really 2 great many which afflict mortal Men, are fuch) he 
by his Prudent Conduct and Government of himfelf wholly 
prevents. - And thoſe that are Unavordable, he takes by 
ſuch a Hand, that they have no power to do him any 
Harws : For he is indeed poſleſied of that which the Alchy- 
wiſts in vain ſeek for; Such a Sovereign. Ars he has, that 
he can turn-the Ba/eft Metals into. Gold, make fuch aa uſe: of 
the wor /t- Accidents that can befal hmm, that they ſhall nor be + 
accounted his Mſeries, but his Enjoymemts. So that how- 2; 
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ever the varieties of his Condition may occaſion a change 
in bis Plesſures, yet can they never cauſe any Loſs or De- 
ſtruition of them. 

And this ſecurity he enjoys, not as ſome of the Stocks of 
old pretended to do , by an Imaginary Inſenſibility, or by _ 
changing the names of Things , calling that »o Evil which 
Really 15 one : but by an abſolute Reſignation of himſelf 
to the will of God, and an Hearty acquieſcing in his wiſe 
Providence. He is certain there is a God that governs the 
World, and that nothing happens to him , but by his Or- 
der and Appointment. And he iscertain alfo that this God 
hath a Real kindneſs for him, and would not diſpenſe any 
Event unto bim, but what is really for his Good and Ad- 
vantage.. And theſe thoughts fo ſupport his Spirit , that 
he not only bears patiently, but thanks God for what ever 
happens to him. And inſtead of Fretting and Complaimng 
that things ſucceed otherwite than he expeQed, he reſolves 
with himſelf rhat that Condition, whatever it be, in which 
he aually is, is indeed beſt for him ; and that which he 
himſelf, were he to be the Carver of his Fortunes, fuppo- 
ſing him but truly to underftand his own Concernments, 
would chulc for himfelf above all others. 

But further, befides this fecurity from Oatwerd Difturbar- 
5s Which our virtue obtains for us, there is another Foil ' 
which it alſo delivers us from, with which the wicked Man 
is almoſt perpetually haunted, and which feldom ſuffers 
him to enjoy any fincere, unminglked Pleaſure. That which 
I mean is the Pazzs of an Evil (onſcience, the Fears, the 
Reſtlefneſs, the Confufjon, the Amazements that -ariſe in 
his Soul from the ſenſe of his Crimes, and the juſt Appre- 
henſions-of the ſhame and vengeance that doth await them, 
poſſibly im this Eife , but moſt certainly in the Life to 
come. 

How Happy, how Profperous ſoever the Sinner be as to 
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his other Afairs, yet theſe Furies he ſhall be ſure to be pla- 
gued with : no pompoulſneſs of Condition, no coſtly En- 
tertainments, no noiſe of Company will be able to drive 
them away. Every Man that is wicked cannot but know 
that he is ſo, and that very Knowledge 1s a Principle of 
perpetual Anguiſh and Diſquietude. Be his Crimes never 
{o ſecret, yet he cannot be. confident they will always con- 
tinue ſo : and the very Apprehenſion of this makes him feel 
all the Shame and Amazement of a preſent Diſcovery. But 
put the caſe he hath had the good Juck to fin ſo cloſely, or 
in fuch a nature that he need fear nothing from Me ; yet 
he knows there is an Offended God to whom he hath a ſad 
and a fearful Reckoning to make , a God too Juſt to be Bri- 
bed, too Mighty to be Over-awed, too Wiſe to be Impoſed 
upon. And is not the Man, think you, under ſuch Refle- 
Qions as theſe likely to live a very Comfortable life ? Ah, 
none knows the Buterneſs of them but himſelf that feels 
them. To the Judgment of others he perhaps appears a 
very happy Man, he hath the World at his beck, all things 
ſeem to conſpire to make him a great Example of Proſperity, 


* we admire, we applaud his Condition. But ah, we know 


not how {ad a heart he often carries under this fair Out-ſide : 
we know not with what ſudden Damps his.ſpirit is often 
ſtruck, even in the heighth of his Revellings: ' We know 
not how unquiet, how broken his {leeps are, how oft he 
ſarts and looks pale ; when the Wife that lies by his ſide 
underſtands not what the matter is with him. 

He doth indeed endeavour all he can to ſtifle his Cares, 
and to ſtop the mouth of his Conſcience. He thinks to 
divert it with Buſineſs , or to flatter it with little Sophiſtries, 
or to drown it, with rivers of Wine, or to calm it with ſoft 
and gentle Airs, And he is indeed ſometimes ſo ſucceſsful in 
theſe Arts as for a while to lay it alleep. But alas this is no 
laſtiog peace, the leaſt thing awakens it, even the ſountl of 
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a Paſſing-Bell, or a clap of Thunder , nay, a Frightful Dream, 
or a Melancholy Story hath the power to do it, and then the 
poor Man returns to his Torment. {. fe! 

And now judge you, whether the Honeſt and Virtuous 
Man that is free from all theſe Agonies,that isat Peace with 
God, and at Peace with his own Cexſcience, that apprehends 
nothing terrible from the oxe, nor feels any thing trouble- 
{ome from the 0:her, but 1s ſafe from Himſelf and from. all 
the world in his own Innocence : Judge, I ſay, whether 
ſuch a one h:th not laid to himſelf betrer and /ſurer Founda- 
trons for Pleaſures and a happy Life, than the man that by 
indulging his L»ſts andVices, only breeds up a Snake in his 
Boſom, which will not ceaſe to Srizg and Gall him beyond 
whar a Tongue is able to expreſs, or a witty Cruelty to in- 


vent, 


Fourthly and laſtly, beſides the benefits of Religion for 
removing the hinderances of our Pleaſures ; italſoadds to Hu- 
mane Life a world of Pleaſures of its own, which vicious 
men are utterly unacquainted with, 

And theſe are of ſo excellent a kind, fo delicious, ſo en- 
raviſhing, that the higheſt gratifications of ſenſe, are not 
comparable to them. Never till we come to be heartily. 
Religious do we underſtand what tre Pleaſure is. That 
which ariſeth from the grateful motions that are made in 
our outward fſen{cs, is but a faint ſhadow, a meer dream of 
it. Then do we begin to enjoy true Pleaſures indeed when 
our Highe!t and Divineſt Faculties, which were wholly 
laid aſleep while we lived the life of ſenſe, begin to be a- 
walkcned, and to cxerciſe themſelves upon their proper ob- 
jects, when we become acquainted with God; and the In® 
finite Abyſs, of Good that is in him; when our hearts are 
made. ſeuſible of the great Love and good will he bears us ; 
and inthat ſenſe are powerfully carried out in Joy andLove,. 

and: 
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and deſire after him : When we feel the Divire Nature dai- 
ly more and more difplayed in our ſouls, ſhewing forth it 
ſelf in the bleſſed Fruits of Charity and Peaceableneſs, and 
Meekneſs, and Humility, and Purity, and Devotion, and 
all the other Graces of the Holy Spirit. It is not poſſible 
but that ſuch a Life as this muſt needs be a Fountain of in- 
expreſſible Joy to him rhat leads it, and fill the Soul with 
tranſcendently greater content than any thing upon earth 
can poſſibly do: For this is the Lite of God, this is 

Life of the Bleſſed Angels above, this is the Life 
that is moſt of all agreeable to our own natures. While 
we live thus, things are with us as they ſhould be; 


-our Souls are in their natural Poſture, in that ſtate they 


were framed and deſigned to live in : whereas the Life of 
Sin is a ſtate of Diſorder and Confuſion ; a perpetual vio- 
lence and force upon our Natures, While we live thus, we 

joy the Pleaſures of Men , whereas before when we were 
governed by ſenſe, we could pretend to no other ſatisfafti- 
ons but what the Brutes have as well as we, In this ſtate of 
life-we gratifie our Higheſt and Nobleft Powers, the intel- 


teQual Appetites of our Souls ; which as they are infinitely 


capacious , ſo have they an infinite good to fill them : 
whereas in the ſenſual Life, the meane#?, the dulle#t, and 


'the mo## contrated Paculties of our Souls were only provi- 
.ded for. 


But what need I carry you out into theſe Speculations, 
when your own ſenſe and experience will aſcertain you in 
this matter above a thouſand Arguments. Do but ſeriouſly 
{et your ſelves to ſerve God, if you have yet never done it, 
do but once try what it 1s to live up to the Precepts of Rea- 
ſon, and Virtue, and Religioy ; and I dare confidently pro- 
nounce that you will in oe -onth find more Joy, more 
Peace, more Content, to ariſe in your ſpirits, from the ſenſe 
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pron to all che world, that One day [pent in his (ourts is 


One day thued according to the Precepts of Virtue is to be. prer: 
ferred before an Immortality of Sin, 1 1 oo 
; Yow wit then alter all your &atiments. ef things, and 
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Patience, they {dem {o hari and unpleaſant, you-will then 
fin to! be acoompanied with 'a wonderful Delight. You 
will-nat/xhen/complain of the nemamnc{5:.of the Bounds, or. 
the /cwnine/s ofthe Ideefares| thay at hath confined your de- 
firesc0; for your wilb then and, rhatiyou —_— Br; 
ed an entrance into' a far' greater and! mere periet = b 
How ungentikcly, bow much; fi the er: 0f Natwre for 
ever it'now atefiitoen Maddy 107 a0 dfiropt.;\:yau 
will hen find it t0:be as far more efie; fo :far-more (weer 
than to revenge one. You will ao Jonger think works gf 
Charity burdenſome or expendive ; or! that xo do good Of 
hoes toevery one. is/an amployimient:topv mean for you; for 
youwillthen experience that"there is.no fenkabity.like thet 
of dairg. good, and that it is 4 greater pkeaſars to. a kind- 
nels than to recezze One. _ will you-chide your felf-for 


having 
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having been ſo averſe to Prayer and other devout Exerciſes, 
accounting them-as tireſome unſavoury'things; when you 
pegid 16 feel the delicious Reliſhes they leave upon your Spi- 
tit? 'You'will then confeſs thatino. Converſation 'is half ſo 
agreeable as that which we enjoy with God Almighty in 
Prayer ; no Cordial ſo reviving as-heartily to pour out our 
Souls unto him. And then to-be affeQted with his Mercies, to . 
praiſe and'give thanks to him for'his Benefirs,” what is it but. 
a very Fieeven'upon Earth, an anticipation of the Joys of E- 
ternity ? Nay, you will not be without your pleafures even 
1 the very-earrance of Religion, then when you exerciſe ats 
of 'Repemtance; when you mourn'and effi your ſelf for your 
ſins,* whichſeems the frightfulleſt ching in all Religion. 
For ſuchis'the nature of that holy ſorrow, that you would: 
not for all the World be without it, and:you will find far 
greatvy 'Contentment-and fatisfaQion inigrieving for. your; 
Ofenties," thi ever /you did receive fromthe: Commurting 
chi, 9100 QOihit bY 7.04 0.1 wv; | Sit 1-17 21 
Bit; O'the ineff{ble Pleaſures that do continually: fpring 
up ih the heart of a good Man, from the fenſe of Gods 
Love, atid:the-hope of his Favour, and the fair-profj pet he: 
hath of the Joy and Happineſs of the other World.!: How, 
png how tranſporting will the thought of theſe things! 
to:you'!- To'think that you are one of thoſe: happy Souls: 
that'are of an-Enemy: become the Friend of God, that your, 
ways pleaſe him, and that-you are not only. Pardozed, /but 
Acrepted and\Beloved/by: time: ito think thar:you a/poor:Crea-, 
fre who were of 'yourifeltnothing , and by: your [fins had 
made'your ſelf far worſe than nothing, are yet by the good- 
nels of your Saviour become-ſo conſiderable a Being, as to. be 
able to/giwe delight to'the King of: the World, and to: cauſe 


Joy ih Hecrverr among the: Bleſſed” CAngeln:by your Repentance : 


to think that God charges tus Providence with you, takes 
care'bf all your Concerns, hears all your Prayers, p_ 
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all things needful for you, and that he will in his good time 
take you up unto himſelf, to Jive-everlaſtingly 1n his Pre- 
ſence, to be partaker of his Glories, to be ravithed with his 
Love, to be acquainted with his Counſels, to know and 
be known by Angels, Archangels, and Seraphims ; to enjoy a 
Converſation with Prophets, Apoſtles, and Martyrs, and all 
the: Raiſed and Glorified Spirits of Brave Mex ; and witlf all 
theſe ro ſpend a happy and a rapturous Eternity, in Ado» 
ring, in Loving, in Praiſing God for the Infiniteneſs of his 
Wiſdom, and the Miracles of his Mercy and Goodnelſs to alt 
his Creatures. Can there be any Pleaſure like this? Canany 
thing in the World put you into ſuch an Ecf fie of Foy as 
the very thought of theſe things? With what a mighty 
ſcorn.and contempt will you in the ſenſe of them look down 
upon all the lirtle Gaugeries and ſickly SatisfaQions rhat the 
Men of this-World. keep, ſagh a ſtir about ! How empty and 
evanid, how flat and unſavoury will the beſt Pleaſures on + 
Ezrth- appear to you in compariſon of theſe Divine Cons 
tentments ? You will perpetually rejoyce, you will ſing 
Praiſes to your Saviour , you will - bleſs the day that ever 
ou became acquainted with him ; you will confeſs him to - 
he the only maſter, of Pleaſure in the World, and that you - 
never knew. what it,was to be an Epicare indeed, till you . 
became a Chriſtian... 
Thus have I gone through alſthoſe Heads which I at firſt 
propoſed to inſiſt on... What now. remains but that I reſume 
the Apoſtlc*'s Exhortation with which I begun this Diſcourſe, 
that {ince as you have ſeen, Godlineſs is R exceedingly profit- 
able to all the purpoſes of this Life, as well as the other : ſince, 
4a5,you have ſeen, Length of days 5 in her right hand, and in her 
left hand riches and honour ; and all her ways are ways of 'plea- 
fantneſs, and all her paths are peace : you woutd all be perſwa- 
ded ſeriouſly to Apply pour he to the exerciſe of it, Which « 
that you may do, God of his, &c; © : 
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